Venous drainage of the stomach in the golden hamster (Mesocricetus auratus) and the guinea pig (Cavia aperea f. porcellus).
Venous drainage patterns of the stomach were studied in 30 golden hamsters (Mesocricetus auratus) and in 30 guinea pigs (Cavia aperea f. porcellus). In golden hamsters the most frequent group had a v. gastroepiploica dextra (85.6% of cases). The v. gastroepiploica sinistra was found in 63.3% of cases. In the second group, the venous drainage pattern was without a v. gastroepiploica dextra (13.3% of cases). The only constant venous channel from the stomach was the v. gastrica sinistra. Other veins draining the stomach were vv. gastricae (tributaries of the v. lienalis) and interorgan venous anastomoses with neighbouring organs. A venous arch along the curvatura ventriculi major was not observed in any of the cases. In the guinea pig, the first group with a v. gastroepiploica dextra accounted for 90.0% of cases while the second group without this vein represented 10.0% of cases. The only constant venous channel was, once again, the v. gastrica sinistra. Other veins of the stomach were similar to those in the golden hamster. A venous arch along the curvatura ventriculi major was found in 76.6% of cases. Some differences in the venous pattern between the two animal species can be explained by zoological differences in these mammals. The results obtained also stimulate interest in the study of possible variations in venous patterns of the stomach in man.